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To  the  Chainmin  and  Menihers  of  the  Public  Heallh  Commiitee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  upon  the  health  of  the 
City  in  1936.  'I'he  vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  based  upon  a popula- 
tion of  43,834  which  was  gfiven  by  the  Registrar  General  for  that  purpose 
although  his  estimated  population  mid-year  was  45,131. 

'I'he  general  death  rate  shows  a slight  increase,  but  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  47  per  cent,  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  age  groups 
65  years  and  over. 

'I'he  birth  rate  shows  a slight  increase.  The  most  striking  feature 
is  the  drop  in  the  infant  death  rate  from  75.8  to  51.3  per  1,000  live 
births.  This  figure  of  51.3  is  the  lowest  on  record.  'I'he  previous 
lowest  figure  being  53.9  in  1932. 

Increased  use  is  being  made  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  bv  neigh- 
bouring authorities  as  is  evidenced  by  the  increased  number  of  admissions 
from  themi,  namely,  164  compared  with  12 1 in  1935. 

1 he  Sanitary  Department  has  had  an  exccptionallv  heavv  vear 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  report.  'I'his  is  especially  due  to  the  Housing 
and  Overcrowding  problem. 

1 he  interest  and  enthusiasm  shown  by  the  Comimittec  and  Council 
is  a pleasing  incentive  to  the  work  of  all  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

I again  wish  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  for  the  co-operation 
of  other  departmental  officials  and  the  loyaltv,  support  and  service  of 
my  stalls 

I am, 

V'our  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  LOBB.AN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Heallh. 
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(litp  an^  Count)?  of  tbe  of  Cbeeter. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres  41I42 

Population  (Registrar-General)  Middle  of  1936 — 

(a)  45.131 

(b)  for  statistical  purposes  , 43,834 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end'  of  1936  from  Rate  Books  12,097 

Rateable  value  ;^377,876 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ;^i,494 


The  Secretary  of  the  Employment  Exchange  has  furnished  me 
with  the  following  statement  with  regard  to  unemployment  in  the  City 
for  1936. 

Compare.d  with  1935  the  register  shows  a decrease  of  221. 

The  register  of  2,021  included  i,.6i4  men,  301  women,  42  boys 
and  64  girls — of  these,  T19  men,  31  women,  and  i boy  were  known  to 
be  temporarily  stopped. 

The  percentage  of  insured  workers  unemployed  on  the  14th 
December,  1936,  was  12.6  per  cent,  men,  6.7  per  cent,  women,  2.4  per 
cent  boys,  and  5.4  per  cent,  girls. 

Compared  with  1935  employment  shows  marked  improvement  in 
the  engineering,  steel  and  iron  trades  and  in  public  works  contracting. 
In  the  building  trade  and  other  local  industries  there  was  little  change. 

'I'he  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the  district  is  best 
shown  in  the  figures  of  the  Live  Register  since  the  peak  year  1932. 


1932  

3321 

1933  

2847 

1934  

2632 

1935  

2242 

1936  

Chester  is  indeed  fortunate  that  such  a large  proportion  of  the 
district  is  engaged  in  industries  such  as  Railway  and  Transport  Services, 
Hotels  and  Catering  Trades,  Distributive  Trades  and  in  Local  and 
National  Government  services  which  give  fairly  regular  employment. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  the  year  : — 
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Tlie  City  Boundary  was  extended  on  April  ist,  T936,  and  the 
population  is  now  45,131  as  estimated  by  the  Refristrar-Gencral.  For 
statistical  purposes  the  figure  given  by  tlie  Registrar-General  as  pcjpula- 
tion  is  43,834 — a modified  figure. 


TOTAL 

M.  F. 

Kate  per 

1,000  Population 

. 1 Legitimate  322  303 

Live  Births  , 21  17 

Birth  Rate  15.1 

Still  Birth.s — Rate  per  1,000  total  births  24.1. 

Death  Rate — Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of 

pregnancy  and 

parturition  : — ■ 

Deaths 

Kate  per  loco 
total  (live  cn  still  births) 

from  sepsis  

I 

1.47 

from  other  causes  

2 

2.94 

Total  

4.41 

Death  rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age- 

.All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

.3G3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ... 

51-2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  t,ooo  illegitimate  births 

32. b 

Xiimher.  Rate. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  

83 

1.8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

I 

0.02 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages  

I 

0.02 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 year.s)  

3 

0.06 

THE  BIRTH  RATE. 


The  birth  rate  shows  an  increase  of  i.i  from  last  year,  being 
compared  with  14.0  in  1935. 


The  figures  for  the 

last  five  years  are  as 

England  and  Smaller 

follows  : — 

Wales.  Towns. 

Chester. 

1932 

LS-3  15-4 

16.5 

1933 

14.4  14.5 

14.4 

1934 

14.8  15.0 

16.0 

1935 

14.7  14.8 

14.0 

1936 

14.8  15.0 

STILL  BITITHS. 

LS-i 

Ihete  wei e 35  still  births  regisleretl  in  (he  Cit\’  during  1936,  but 
only  16  of  these  belonged  to  Chester,  giving  a rate  of  24.1  per  1,000 
total  births. 
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IXFAN'l'  DEATH  RATE. 

riic  Infant  Death  Rate  is  51.3,  a decrease  of  24.3  from  last  year, 
and  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  City.  The  previous  record  was  53.9  in 
1932. 

'fhe  corresponding-  fijjures  foe  England  and  Wales  for  1936  is  59, 
and  for  the  smaller  towns  is  55. 

Eighteen  of  the  34  infants  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity,  or 
congenital  debility,  and  six  were  due  to  pneumonia. 

The  position  of  Chester  is  shown  in  the  following  table  ; — 


Ell  inland 
and  Wales 

Smaller 

Towns 

Chester 

1931 

66 

62 

68.5 

1932 

65 

58 

53-9 

1933 

64 

56 

67.7 

1934 

59 

53 

71.8 

1935 

57 

55 

75-8 

1936 

59 

55 

51-3 

GENL 

iR.\L 

DEATH 

R.\TE. 

The  deaths  of  Chester  residents  during  1936  numbered  600 
giving  a death  rate  of  13.9  compared  with  13.6  in  1935. 

155  deaths,  or  25.8  per  cent.,  occurred  in  the  age  group  75  years 
an.d  over,  128  deaths,  or  21.3  per  cent.,  in  the  age  group  65  years  and 
over,  so  that  approximately  47  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  occurred  over  the 
age  of  65  years.  This  compares  with  45  per  cent,  in  1935. 

Heart  disease  accounted  for  143  deaths,  and  other  circulatory 
iliseases  for  40  deaths. 

Deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  numbered  71,  of  these  pneu- 
monia was  the  cause  of  death  in  41  cases. 

Deaths  due  to  cancer  numbered  83.  Fourteen  of  these  were  in 
the  age  group  75  and  over,  24  in  the  age  group  65  and  over. 

i’ulmonary  tuberculosis  was  the  cause  of  death  in  35  cases,  and 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  3 cases. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases,  the  bdlowing  deaths 
occurred: — Measles  i,  Whooping  Cough  i.  Diphtheria  3. 

Influenza  was  the  cause  of  death  in  10  cases. 

Suicide  accounted  for  five  deaths  and  other  violence  for  20  deaths. 
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'J'he  comparison  of  Chester  with  the  provisional  figures  as  supplier! 
by  the  Registrar-General  for  England  and  Wales  and  smaller  towns  is 
set  out  below.  The  cru.de  death  rate  of  the  City  has  been  multiplied  by 
the  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  comparative  purposes. 

England  Smaller 

and  Wales  Towns  Chester 

1936  12. I 11.5  13-9 

Our  death  rates  from  infectious  diseases  are  given  in  the  follow- 
ing statement  along  with  those  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  smaller 
towns  : — ■ 


1 

Kntolic  Fever  | 

1 

Measles 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Kevi  r | 

t 

1 

‘E. 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  | 

.-5 

N 

i> 

c 

lOiarrhcea 

under  2 years 

1 per  1,000  birthsi 

England  and  Wales 

001 

o'oy 

O'OI 

005 

007 

o'i4 

59 

Smaller  Towns  ... 

000 

o'04 

O'OI 

004 

O' 05 

0-15 

3*4 

Chester 

000 

0 02 

O'OO 

002 

0 06 

0'20 

5‘" 

There  was  one  death  due  to  puerperal  sepsis  and  two  due  to 
other  puerperal  causes. 

These  rates  are  best  expressed  per  1,000  total  births. 

'I'he  rates  for  Chester  and  the  remainder  of  the  country  are  as 


follows  : — • 

Total  per  1,000  Birlhs 

1936— 

England 
and  Wales 

Chester 

Death  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  

1.34 

1.47 

Deaths  from  other  puerperal  causes  

2.31 

2.94 

Total  

3-h5 

4-41 

1. — PUBLIC  HEALIH  OEEICERS. — (see  front  page). 

2.— (a)  L.VBOR-VTORY  F.ACILITIES. 

There  is  a Corporation  laboratory  in  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment in  which  suspected  material  sent  by  pactitioncrs,  or  arising'  in 
the  municipal  hospitals  or  clinics,  is  examined. 

In  addition,  samples  of  milk  are  examined  bacteriologically,  and 
those  samples  showing  adverse  counts  arc  the  subject  of  advise  or  warn- 
ing to  the  v'endor  or  producer.  In  this  way  140— 130  samples  of  milk 
are  examined  yearly. 

Fortnightly  bacteriological  examhiations  of  the  water  supply  are 
also  made,  each  indivitlual  filter  bed,  the  mixed  waters,  Avater  from  a 
consumer’s  tap  and  from  the  River  being  examined. 

A chemical  examination  of  the  water  is  made  each  month. 


II 


Samples  of  milk  and  specimens  g'cnerally  requiring  guinea-pig 
imx'ulation  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  are  sent  to  the  Pathological 
Department,  Chester  Royal  Infirmary. 

1 he  following  is  a statement  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  : — 

LABOK.VrORY  WORK. 


Material. 

Examined  for 

Positive 

Negative. 

TOTAL. 

Sputum 

Tubercle  bacillus 

99 

22  1 

320 

Sputum 

Specified  organisms 

2 

— 

2 

Swabs,  (Ear,  Nose  or 
Throat) 

Diphtheria  bacillus 

s 

88 

924 

• 

1012 

Swabs  (Eye) 

Gonococcus 

— 

4 

4 

Swabs 

Specified  organisms 

2 

I 

3 

Pus,  

Specified  organisms 

I 

— 

I 

M •••  ••• 

Tubercle  bacillus... 

I 

I 

Urine 

General 

5 

5 

• • • • « • 

Paratyphoid  bacillus 

— 

4 

4 

Faeces 

Paratyphoid  bacillus 

5 

6 

1 1 

Blood 

Widal  reaction 

2 

— 

2 

Smears 

Gonococcus 

5 

IC 

15 

Cerebro — Spinal 

Fluid 

Tubercle  bacillus... 

2 

2 

Faeces  

Tubercle  bacillus... 

— 

I 

I 

Blood  (Animal) 

Anthrax  ... 

I 

I 

Totals  ... 

205 

1179 

1384 

(b)  .\MBUL.\NCE  F.YCILITIES. 


Two  ambulances  are  provided  by  the  Corporation  for  general 
purposes  and  are  stationed  at  the  Fire  Station  where  a driver  is  always 
available.  At  the  Isolation  Hospital  two  ambulances  are  available  for 
infectious  diseases  and  also  a van  for  the  removal  of  infected  bedding. 
The  ambulance  driver  resides  in  a lodge  at  the  Hospital. 

The  ambulance  facilities  are  adequate  for  the  district. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  District  Nursing  Association  carries  out  a considerable 
amount  of  valuable  and  highly  appreciated  work  in  Home  Nursing. 

(d)  TREATMENT  CENI  RES  AND  CLINICS. 

rile  following  clinics  are  administered  by  the  Local  Authoi  ity  : — 

Situation.  Accommodation. 

t.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Princess  Street  ...  Waiting  room,  weighing 
Clinic  room,  consulting  room. 

2.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Curzoii  St.,  Saltney  Waiting  and  weighing 
Clinic  room,  consulting  room. 
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3-  Ante-Natal  Clinic  ...  ...  Princess  Street  ...  Waiting  room, 

consulting  room. 

4.  School  Clinic  (inspection)  ...  ,, 

5.  School  Clinic  (treatment)  ...  ,,  ,, 

6.  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic  ...  ,,  ,, 

7.  Tuberculosis  Clinic  ...  2,  King’s  Buildings  ,, 

8.  Venereal  Disease  Centre  ...  Chester  Royal  In-  Waiting,  treatment  and 

firmary  ablution  room. 

A Local  Committee  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
aud  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  administers  the"^ 

9.  Orthcpmdic  after  care  Clinic  2,  King's  Buildings  Waiting  room  and 

consulting  room. 

M.Vl'ERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

I.  Princess  Street  CAinic. — 'I'wo  session.s  are  held  weekly  and  a 
medical  officer  attends  for  consultation. 

The  babies  and  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  are  reg;ularly 
weighed  and  records  of  progress  kept. 

When  necessary  children  and  mothers  are  seen  by  the  Medical 
Ollicer. 

The  following  attendances  were  made  during  the  year  : — 


(a)  by  children  under  i year  of  cige  2486 

(b)  by  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  rears  3290 

(c)  by  mothers  4/21 


(2)  Saliu-cy  Clinic. — I'he  same  Medical  Officer  attends  this  clinic 
which  meets  once  weekly. 

The  following  attendances  were  made  during  the  rear  : — 

(a)  by  children  under  i year  549 

(b)  by  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and' five  years  848 


(c)  by  mothers  i ib8 

Tile  following  were  the  consultations  with  the  Medical  Officer  : — 

HrincfS.s  street.  Saltne)’. 

First  visits  of  children  under  1 year  ...  297  33 

Subsequent  visits  2486  344 

Children  (i — 5 years)  first  visits  114  23 

Subsequent  visits  2290  848 

Mothers  (consultations)  68  7 


A voluntary  body — the  Chester  Inlant  W'elfare  Committee  have  a 
rota  of  voluntar}'  workers  who  attend  these  clinics  and  provide  tea,  etc., 
for  the  mothers. 

In  addition,  garments,  etc.,  for  babies  are  provided  for  necessitous 

cases. 
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Diiriii"  the  year  outing’s  are  held  for  the  mothers  and  teas  at 
Christmas. 

The  work  of  this  Committee  is  much  appreciated. 

(3)  Anie-Nntal  Clinic. — The  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  once  a week 
under  the  charge  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

Expectant  mothers  are  examiined  and  advised,  and  the  midwife 
interested  in  the  case  is  written  to  if  not  present. 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  has  seen  174  mothers  who 
have  paid  440  visits.  This  represents  an  increase  of  i x from  last  year, 
and  is  26  per  cent,  of  the  births  in  the  City. 

Cases  were  sent  to  Hospital  if  requiring  special  treatment,  or  if 
the  home  conditions  were  such  as  to  contra  indicate  home  confinement. 

.A.nte-natal  clinics  are  also  held  at  the  Maternity  Hospital  and 
City  Hospital. 

.Attendance  at  these  clinics  are  detailed  below  : — 


Maternity  Hospital — 

Number  of  mothers  seen  115 

Number  of  attendances  647 

Citv  Hospital — 

Number  of  mothers  seen  129 

Number  of  attendances  313 


I'he  total  attendances  at  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  Cdty  represents 
62.7  per  cent,  of  total  notified  births. 

(4)  The  School  Clinic  (Inspection)  meets  every  School-day  and  is 
in  charge  of  the  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer. 

(5)  The  School  Clinic  (Treatment)  meets  on  Tuesdays,  Wednes- 
flays  and  Fridays  and  is  under  the  charge  of  the  same  medical  officer. 


(6)  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic. 

Total  number  attending  during  the  year  : — 

Children  under  school  fige  17 

Children  of  school  age  31 

.Adults  I 

'Fotal  number  of  attendances  made  766 

Average  number  of  attendances  of  each  patient  15.6 


Summary  of  conditions  under  school  age — 

Debility  7 

Malnutrition  5 

Asthma  i 

Neck  Glands  i 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  2 

Otorrhea  i 

Summary  of  conditions  over  5 years — 

Debility  8 

Malnutrition  8 

Asthma  2 

Neck  Glands  5 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  , 3 

Bronchial  Catarrh  4 

Psoriasis  i 

(7]  The  Tuberculosis  Clinic  meets  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays  at 
II  a.m.  and  on  Thursdays  at  6 p.m. 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  Dispensary  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was"  276 

Number  of  new  cases  examined  93 

Number  of  contacts  examined  30 

Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  295 

Number  of  attendances  at  Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium  for 

refills  in  artificial  pneumothorax  101 

Number  of  visits  of  tuberculosis  officer  to  homes  42 

Number  of  “T.B.  plus”  cases  on  the  Register  97 

Number  of  visits  of  nurses  to  tuberculous  persons  (including 

those  under  Tuberculosis  Regulations)  1007 

Number  of  X-ray  examinations  made  78 

(8)  Venereal  Disease  Centre  : — 

The  following  sessions  are  held  : — 

Monday  (5 — 7 p.m.)  female. 

Wednesday  (5 — 7 p.m.)  male. 

'I'hursday  (5 — 7 p.m.)  female. 

Saturday  (12 — 2 p.m.)  male. 

'J'he  clinic  is  open  all  ilay  for  irrigations,  and  trained  assistants 
are  in  attendance. 

The  clinic  is  a joint  one  for  Chester  and  the  Counties  of  Cheshire 
and  Flintshire. 
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The  followingf  is  a table  of  the  work  done  in  1936  : — 


N'limber  of  Cases  at  bej^inning  of  year 

Xiunbtr  attending  for  first  time  1936  ... 

C\ased  to  attend  or  transferred  to 
ottier  centres 

Discharged 

Number  under  (reatmeiit  at  end  of 
vear 


Syphilis. 

Gonorrhoea. 

Conditions 
other  than 

Total. 

.\I 

K 

M 

K 

Ven 

M 

ereal. 

K 

M 

K 

7.1 

42 

143 

65 

— 

10 

216 

II7 

4‘ 

23 

H7 

30 

10 

6 

198 

59 

26 

1.3 

«5 

31 

— 

— 

III 

44 

20 

8 

f'3 

8 

10 

10 

93 

26 

- « 

46 

14b 

59 

6 

214 

III 

I he  following  is  the  number  of  Chester  patients  attending  during 
the  vear  for  the  last  five  vears  : — 


I<)32 

19.3.3 

I<i34 

193.3 

1936 

Svphilis  

22 

13 

15 

13 

17 

(ionorrhea  

Conditions  other  than 

53 

70 

47 

49 

45 

venereal 

7 

9 

10 

3 

6 

I'he  number  of  attendances  made  by  Chester  patients  was  4,305, 
and  the  number  of  in-patient  davs  was  298. 


(9)  The  Orthopaedic  A fter-Care  Clinic  meets  once  a week  when 
the  cases  are  seen  by  the  specialist  staff  of  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes 
Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry.  During  the  year  218  cases  were 
under  treatment  and  they  made  i,ioi  attendances. 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


.Arthritis  

Congenital  Deformities 

Claw  foot 

Erb’s  Pal.sy  

Flat  foot  

Hallux  Rigidus  

Hallux  Valgus  

Injuries  

Knock  Knees  

Osteomyelitis  

Poliomyelitis  

Rickets  

Postural  Defects  

Scoliosis  

Spastic  diplegia  

Spastic  hemiplegia  .... 


• 3 
21 

• 7 

• 3 

24 


18 
20 
. 2 

15 

18 

2 

, 8 
2 
6 


i6 


vSpastic  monoplegia  i 

Spastic  paraplegia  3 

Surgical  tuberculosis  20 

Query  Surgical  Tubeculosis  — 

Torticollis  2 

Perthe’s  Disease  i 

Coxa  Vara  1 

Others  19 


On 

Books 

1/1/36 

Admitted 

during 

1936 

Xo.  Treated 
during 

1936 

Discharged 

during 

1936 

On  Books 
31/12/36 

Attendances 

during 

1936 

Under  5 years 

30 

36 

66 

19 

Active 

Treat- 

ment 

47 

Apphsuice 

Super- 

Tision 

356 

5—16  years 

44 

32 

76 

^7 

59 

— 

338 

16  years  and  over  ... 

30 

26 

56 

8 

34 

14 

255 

Tubercular  Cases 

(all  ages) 

19 

T 

20 

2 

16 

2 

IS2 

Totals 

123 

9.S 

218 

46 

'156 

16 

I 101 

I have  to  thank  most  cordially  once  again  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  and  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  whose  enthusiasm  and 
help  combine  to  make  a success  of  the  clinic. 


Much  good  work  is  done  in  after-care  of  cripples  bv  the  Members 
of  these  societies. 


During  1936  there  were  7 Chester  patients  sent  by  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  and  hklucation  Committee  and  the  Tuberculosis 
OHicer  to  the  Robert  Jones  ;md  the  .Agnes  Hunt  Orlhopaeclic  Hospital, 
Oswestry,  and  5 remainetl  from  1935. 

'These  patients  spent  2,188  in-patient  days  in  hospital. 

'The  stall  of  the  Hospital  continue  to  co-operate  with  the  Medical 
Staff  of  the  Local  .Authority  in  the  most  helpful  manner. 


(e)  HOSPITALS. 


Name. 

No.  of 
.Available 

Situation. 

Purpose. 

Beds. 

Chester  Royal 

City  

General 

21 1 

Infirmary 

City  Hospital 

City  

General 

288 

Maternity  Hospital... 

City  

Maternity 

8 

Cheshire  Joint 

Market  Drayton 

Pulmonary 

2. SO 

Sanatorium 

Tuberculosis 

Robert  Jones  and 

Gobowen 

Noii-I’ulmonary 

0 

0 

Agues  HimtOrtho- 

Tuberculosis 

piedic  Hospital 

and  other 

crippling  con- 
ditions 

Pro. 
portion 
used  by 
City 

Kesidents.  Management 
] Voluntary 

Agency 
5 Local 

Authority 
* Voluntary 

•Agency 

30  Joint 

Committee 
tV  Voluntary 

.Agency 
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Isolation  Hospital  ... 

I mile  from 

Infectious 

64 

centre  of  City 

Diseases 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

26 

Pavilion,  Sealand 

Tuberculosis 

Smallpox  Hospital ... 

n 

Smallpox 

10 

Cheshire  Joint  Board 

Holmes  Chapel 

.Mental 

318 

for  Mentally 

Defectives 

Defective 


j ' Local 

Authority 
J Local 

Autliority 
— Local 

Authority 
T5  Joint  Board 


The  location  and  amount  of  bed  accommodation  for  various 
conditions  is  given  where  possible  in  the  following  table  : — 


Chester 

Royal 

Infirmary, 

City 

Hospilal. 

Maternity 

1 Hospital. 

i 

Cheshire 

Joint 

Sanatorium 

Kooert  jonti 

and 

Agnes  Hunl 

Orthopaedic 

Hospital. 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Chester. 

Cranage 
j Hall 

General  Medical 

M 

14 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

,,  ... 

F 

14 

3« 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

General  Surgical 

M 

57 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

?>  ... 

F 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gynaecological 

. . . 

L5 

-t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Children 

. « . 

26 

68 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Maternity 

. . . 

— 

33 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Venereal  Diseases 

M 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

M 

— 

— 

— 

4' 

10 

— 

♦t  M 

F 

— 

— 

— 

4* 

_ 

16 

— 

Tuberculosis  Xon-Pulmon. 

M 

— 

— 

t 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

t 

— 

Chronic  Sick  ... 

M 

— 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  • • • ... 

F 

— 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Orthopiedic 

M 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

t 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

t 

— 

— 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

M 

5 

-t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ... 

F 

5 

-t 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

' « . 

! -t 

-t 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmic 

M 

1 ^ 

-t 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 6 

-t 

' 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

Infections  Diseases  ... 

• » . 

t 

— 

. — 

— 

64 

— 

Private  Wards 

. . 

1 22 

— 

— 

— 

1 -- 

— 

Mental  Defectives 

M 

s — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

r 2 

F 

i 

14 

• Beds  used  by  Chester  Local  Authority.  f Beds  given  as  required. 


Chester  RdviiI  Infintuiry. 

The  Royal  Infn-maiy  is  fully,  stalled,  with  special  departments  in 
radiology,  ear,  nose  and  I hroat,  ophthalmology  and  gynaecology,  and 
also  f»)r  the  treatment  of  cancer  with  radium.  1 here  ar  e2ii  beds. 
During  the  vear  the  I’svchiatric  clinic  met  weekly  on  Ihursdays  at 
3 p.m.  During  1936,  68  patients  had  attended,  24  of  these  being 
Chester  patients.  The  total  number  of  attendances  was  247  of  which 
81  were  made  by  Chester  patients.  Beds  re(|uired  by  the  clinic  can  be 
had  by  arrangement  with  the  Honorary  Medical  Stall. 


The  City  Hospital. 

'I'lic  Medical  Stall'  concists  of  Medical  Superintendent,  two 
resident  Metlical  Ollicers,  two  consulting  suryeons,  a consultiny;  gynae- 
cologist, consulting  ear,  nose  and  throat  surgeon,  consulting  radiologist, 
and  a consulting  ophthalmic  surgeon. 

In  addition  there  is  a visiting  dental  surgeon. 

During  the  year  it  w^as  dc'cided  to  purchase  an  X-ray  installation 
which  will  be  in  use  early  in  1937. 

'I'he  number  of  admissions  increased  during  the  year  and  this 
was  particularly  noticeable  in  Midwifery  cases  as  will  be  mentioned  later 
in  the  report. 

Isulat.io)i  Hospital. 

'I'here  are  64  beds  for  infectious  diseases  in  four  blocks  of  build- 
ings, with  10  wards  and  26  beds  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  There  is 
a discharge  block,  a mcKlern  laundrv’,  disinfecting  station  and  a 
mortuary. 

I'he  staffing  comprises  a Matron,  four  sisters,  five  stall"  nurses 
and  14  probationers,  with  domestic  stall  anti  laundry  stall'. 

'I'he  male  stall"  consists  of  an  ambulance  driver  w’ho  resides  in  a 
lodge  adjacent  to  the  hospital,  an  engineer  and  a gardening  assistant. 

During  the  year  441  patients  were  admitted,  a decrease  of  60  from 
1935  which  was  a record  year. 

City  cases  numbered  277  compared  with  380  in  1935,  a decrease 
of  103,  and  cases  from  other  authorities  numbered  164,  an  increase  of 
43  compared  with  1933. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Cases  of  scarlet  fever  numbered  249  compared  with  295  in  1935, 
a tlecrease  of  47. 

City  cases  numbered  1O7  compared  with  208  in  1933,  a decrease 

of  41. 

Cases  from  other  authorities  numbered  82. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  both  from  a neighbour- 
ing authority. 

1 wo  cases,  one  City  and  one  other,  were  complicated  with 
diphtheria. 
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Diphtheria. 

During  the  year  109  cases  were  admitted.  Of  these  tliere  were 
t)  cases  of  nasal  diphtheria,  one  a diphtheria  carrier  and  one  a diphtheria 
contact.  Four  of  the  six  cases  of'  nasal  diphtheria  were  from  the  City 
and  two  from  other  authorities.  The  diphtheria  carrier  and  contact 
were  City  cases. 

Of  the  remaining-  cases  42  were  from  the  City  compared  with  51  in 
1935,  and  the  remaining  59  from  other  authorities. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  cases  from  other  authorities  were  so 
numerous  as  it  points  to  the  usefulness  of  the  Hospital  to  surrounding- 
areas. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  diph- 
theria was  reduced  to  7 compared  with  ii  in  1935. 

Three  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  City  cases  and  the  remainder  in 
cases  from  other  authorities. 

One  death  occurred  in  a case  sex-it  by  a neighbouring  authority  as 
tliphtheria.  The  case  was  re-diagnosed  as  broncho-pneumonia  and 
clinically  and  bacteriologically  the  throat  was  quite  negative. 

Deaths  in  City  Cases. 

1.  This  case  was  admitted  in  the  late  evening  and  died  from 
collapse  a few  hours  later. 

2.  'I'his  case  was  admitted  in  a very  toxic  condition  and  died  five 
hours  after  admission. 

3.  This  case  was  a very  severe  haemorrhagic  diphtheria  which 
did  not  respond  to  treatment. 

Deaths  in  cases  from  other  authorities. 

1.  This  case  was  admitted  from  the  out-patient  department  of 
Chester  Royal  Infirmary  in  a moribund  condition  and  died  three  hours 
later. 

2.  'I'his  case  was  admitted  on  the  sixth  day  of  disease  and  was 
very  toxic. 

3.  This  ca.se  was  a liaemorrhagic  case  winch  died  twenty-four 
hours  after  admission. 

4.  'I'his  case  was  one  in  which  toxaemia  was  a marked  feature 
and  cardiac  failure  ensued  with  ultimate  death  some  ten  days  after 
admission. 

1 en  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  which  were  re-diagnosed 
as  tonsilitis — 9 City  and  i from  another  authority. 
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The  rcmaliiiny:  cases  were  croiijj  2,  measles  3,  whooping  cough 
3,  heat  stroke  i,  rubella  i,  mumps  i,  typhoid  i,  paratyphoid  fever  i, 
cerebral  thrombosis  i. 


Cases  of  Pulmonary  'I'liberculos's  numbered  59 — 47  City  and 
12  County  of  Cheshire. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  numbered  14.  Detailed 
statement  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  Hospital  : — 


ITilmonary  T uberculosis 

Diphtheria  

Scarlet  Fever  

Who'C>ping  Cough  .... — 
Broncho  Pneumonia  


City  Other  Total 

12  2 14 

3 4 7 

I I 2 

1 1 

I I 


Reference  has  been  made  to  the  diphtheria  deaths. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  ; — 

1.  A child  of  3 years  of  age  who  sulTered  from  a severe  infection 
and  died  suddenly  as  a result  of  haemorrhage. 

2.  .\  child  of  one  year  ami  four  months  who  was  very  toxic  and 
the  complication  of  acute  nephritis  ensued  with  subseciuent  death. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  admissions  ; — 


I93f.. 

Tuber- 

culous 

Disease. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Typhoid 

and 

Para 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puer- 

peral 

Fever 

and 

Pvrexia. 

Whoop- 

ing 

Cough. 

Measles 

other 

Con- 

ditions. 

Total. 

Chester 
Countv  of 

47 

167 

48 

... 

... 

I 

1 1 

277 

Cheshire 

12 

• • 

• • • 

... 

... 

12 

Tarvin 

48 

2 2 

I 

... 

2 

73 

Hoole 

19 

8 

• • • 

... 

27 

Ha  warden  ... 

8 

25 

. • . 

... 

I 

54 

Flint 

5 

5 

I 

... 

1 1 

Military 

I 

I 

• • • 

... 

... 

R.A.F. 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

5 

Total  ... 

59 

249 

109 

2 

... 

0 

16 

441 

2. 

(1)  LOCAL  COVERNMENT  ACT,  1929. 

No  further  step  has  been  taken  to  make  a declaration  under  this 

.^ct. 

(2)  POOR  LAW  MEDIC.XL  OUT-RELIEF. 

'I'he  work  has  been  carrieil  on  as  formerly  by  a part-time  district 
Medical  Officer. 


21 


(3)  INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  'I'HE  CARE  OF 
MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

The  opening  of  the  extension  at  Cranage  Hall  was  postponed 
from  July,  1936,  and  it  was  not  until  October,  1936,  that  the  extension 
was  available  for  patients.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  of  the  accommoda- 
tion available  for  Chester,  only  one  female  high  grade  bed  and  two 
lowest  grade  male  beds  were  not  occupied. 

It  was  anticipated  that  these  beds  would  be  filled  early  in  1937. 

The  total  accommodation  available  for  Chester  patients  in 


Cranage  Hall  is  as  follows  : — 

High  Grade  female  , , 18 

High  Grade  male  10 

Lowest  Grade  female  2 

Lowest  Grade  male  2 

Total  ...  32 


There  are  still  Chester  patients  in  Institutions  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  These  cases  will  be  transferred  to  Cranage  on  further 
extensions  being  completed. 

3 (i)  MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

The  work  of  the  Maternity  Unit  of  the  City  Hospital  has  again 
showed  an  increase. 

In  comparison  with  118  cases  delivered  in  1935  the  figure  for 
1936  is  173. 

There  were  no  cases  of  puerperal  fever  or  pyrexia  among  the 
women  confined. 

There  were  three  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  The  causes 
of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

1.  Septicaemia  spontaneous  abortion. 

2.  Eclampsia  of  pregnancy. 

3.  Exhaustion — uterine  haemorrhage,  incomplete  abortion. 

There  were  7 still  births  and  5 deaths  in  children  within  10  <lays 
of  birth.  These  were  prematurity  4,  cerebral  haemorrhage  and  con- 
vulsions I. 

Cases  of  pregnancies  with  complications  arc  admitted  from 
Merionithshire  by  arrangement  with  the  County  touncil. 

At  the  Chester  Maternity  Hospital  i6i  cases  were  admitted  during 
the  year  compared  vvith  174  in  1935. 
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There  were  two  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  during  the  year,  hut  no 
case  of  puerperal  fever  occurred. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Still  births  numbered  4,  and  one  child  died  within  10  days  of 
birth  due  to  prematurity. 

The  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  .Ante- 
'■atal  Clinic  has  been  discussed  earlier  in  the  report. 

MATERNAL  MOR'I'ACITY. 

Enquiry  is  made  into  the  circumstances  of  all  cases  of  puerperal 
fever  or  pyrexia  including  a statement  from  the  doctor  and  nurse  attend- 

iner.  The  nurse  in  attendance  is  limited  to  the  case  until  recovery  or 

« 

removal  to  Hospital  when  she  and  her  instruments  are  disinfected  before 
returning  to  duty.  ’ 

MILK  (MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN)  ORDER,  1918. 

Milk  has  been  supplied  free  to  2,680  applicants  during  the  year, 

144  more  than  in  1935 — 220  of  these  were  first  applications. 

The  means  of  those  applying  for  milk  are  carefully  checked,  and 
the  mothers  and  children  attend  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
unless  special  circumstances  are  such  as  to  prevent  this. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Dental  Treatment  was  provided  for  nursing  and  expectant 
mothers.  The  treatment  is  either  free,  or  subject  to  part  payment, 
according  to  the  means  of  the  family. 

Seven  cases  were  treated  during  the  year. 

MIDWIVES. 

Fifteen  midwives  signified  their  intention  to  practice  during  1936.  ' 

Of  these,  9 were  independent,  3 were  under  the  auspices  of  the  Maternity- 
Hospital  and  District  Nursing  Association,  and  3 were  in  nursing  homes. 

All  are  certified,  and  none  are  subsidised  by  the  Local  .Authority. 

Their  homes  arc  visited  regularly  and  registers,  ante-natal  records,  5 
instruments,  etc.,  examined  by  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  who  \ 
acts  as  Assistant  Inspector  of  Midwives.  ] 

i 

All  midwives  are  seen  at  least  once  a vear,  and  their  records  \ 
and  instruments,  etc.,  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  on  | 
special  occasions,  should  the  need  arise.  ^ 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  .Act  the  Local  Authority  ' 
paid  the  whole  or  part  of  the  doctor’s  fee  when  called  in  an  emergency  = 
by  the  midwife  in  43  cases,  a decrease  of  35  from  last  year. 
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Artificial  Feeding^.  13  notifications  were  received  during  the 


year. 

Total  number  of  births  notified  737 

(of  these  8 were  notified  late,  6 by  doctors,  and  2 by  midwives) 

Cases  attended  and  delivered  by  doctors  71 

Cases  attended  and  delivered  by  midwives  595 

Number  of  still  births  (12  cases  belonged  to  Chester)  31 


Of  the  595  births  attended  by  midwives,  in  97  cases  some  condition 
arose  requiring  the  calling  in  of  Medical  help  either  for  the  mother  or 
infant.  This  is  a decrease  of  1 1 from  last  year. 

The  reasons  for  requiring  help  were  as  follows  : — 


Feebleness  of  child  1 

Prolonged  labour  or  malpresentation  2 

Complications  before  labour  10 

Complications  during  labour  35 

Complications  after  labour  2 

Rise  of  temperature  , 7 

Discharge  from  the  eyes  , 4 

Deformity  of  infant  3 

Lacerated  perinaeum  20 

.\bortion  i 

Prematurity  , 6 


The  City  Council  has  a .scheme  for  compensation  to  midwives 
whose  cases  after  reference  by  them  to  the  City  Ante-natal  Clinic  were 
subsequently  admitted  to  hospital  for  confinement. 

(2)  INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  AND 

CHILDREN. 

The  Maternity  Hospital  and  the  City  Hospital  are  open  to  receive 
both  married  and  unmarried  women  for  confinement.  There  is  ample 
accommodation  at  the  City  Hospital  for  women  in  need  of  ante-natal 
in-patient  treatment. 

During  the  year  accommodation  was  available  for  healthy  children 
up  to  the  age  of  3 years  in  the  City  Ho.spital,  and  over  three  years  such 
children  are  accommodated  in  the  Childrens  Home,  Wrexham  Road, 
Chester. 

Marasmic  and  ailing  babies  are  admitted  to  the  Childrens  Ward 
at  the  City  Hospital. 

(3)  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  number  of  health  visitors  is  six. 
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During  the  vear  a Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  who  also  acts 
as  Assistant  Inspector  of  Midwives,  was  appointed  when  the  senior 
Health  Visitor  retired. 


An  additional  Health  Visitor  was  appointed  at  the  same  time. 
The  Health  Visitors  made  the  following  visits  : — 


Primary  Births  Visits  , 724 

Return  Visits  3250 

Visits  to  Children  (i — 5 years)  9793 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  , 700 

Other  visits  1501 

Visits  to  Midwives  41 


The  visits  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  shown  later  in  the  report. 

(4)  INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  (CHILDREN  AND 
YOUNG  PERSONS  ACT,  1932). 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I he  register  is  kept  in  the  Public  Health  Department  where  all 
notifications  are  sent. 

I he  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  thirteen. 

(5)  ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

As  in  former  years  this  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Orthopaedic 
-■^ft&*’“Cai  e Committee  and  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopxae- 
dic  Hosp'tal,  Oswestry.  Fuller  details  of  this  work  will  be  round  else- 
where in  the  report. 


4-  MATERNITY  HOMES. 

rheie  are  six  Maternity  Homes  in  Chester  which  are  also  Nursinyi 
Homes  in  addition  to  the  Maternity  Hospital. 

These  have  been  inspected  .during  the  year.  Before  the  end  of 
the  year  one  maternity  home  was  closed  by  the  owner  on  leaving  Chester. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

I.  WATER. 


(-  hestei  continues  to  have  an  abundant  water  supply.  Since  the 
adoption  of  modern  methods  of  purification  the  standard  of  purity 

0 named  has  been  remarkably  good.  The  standard  taken  is  the  absence 

01  bacillus  coli  from  100  c.c.  of  water. 


On  no  occasion  during  the  year  was  bacillus  coli  found  in  the 
water  as  supplied  to  the  consumer. 

addition  to  bi-monthly  bacteriological  examinations 
examined  chemically  once  in  a month.  Tliese  are  as  follows  : — 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  CITY  WATER  SUPPLY,  1936. 
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2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

During  the  year  an  enquiiry  was  held  relative  to  the  sewering  of 
the  Blacon  District  added  to  the  City  on  April  ist,  1936.  Approval  of 
the  scheme  followed  and  it  is  hoped  that  work  will  commence  on  it  early 
in  the  year. 

VV'ork  was  commenced  to  improve  the  sewering  of  the  district 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  at  the  City  Boundary. 

RIVERS  AND  STREA^tS. 


I'he  River  Dee,  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  and  Finchetts  Brook 
pass  through  the  City. 


3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  few  pail  closets  remaining  in  the  City  cannot  be  converted 
into  water  closets  owing  to  their  situation  in  relation  to  the  sewer.  The 
remainder  of  the  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

There  were  no  conversions  during  the  year. 

(2)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  Public  Cleansing  Department  is  supervised  by  the  Citv 
Engineer. 


Refuse  is  deposited  in  ashes  bins  which  are  dicharged  into  special 
covered  vehicles  for  removal  to  the  tip.  Tipping  is  carried  out  in  a 
systematic  manner  and  part  of  the  refuse  is  formed  into  filter  beds  for  I 
the  treatment  of  sewage  effluent.  This  method  continues  to  give  verv  I 
satisfactory  results.  | 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


1 he  following  is  a classified  statement  of  the  work  done  in  the 
Sanitary  Department  during,  the  year  : — 


Complaints  in  respect  of  nuisances  

Visits  in  respect  of  nuisances  

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases 

Rooms  disinfected  for  other  purposes  

Investigations  into  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Matters  referred  to  City  Survyor  

Tests  applied  to  drains  

Number  of  premises — 

drains  found  defective  

drains  repaired  

insufficient  drainage  

drainage  systems  re-constructed  


504 

3455 

• 295 

, 206 
286 
..  42 
226 

138 
129 
,.  14 
..  70 


■ 


< 
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Ashpits  abolished  •; ■•••••  ° 

Ashbins  provided  4^ 

Inspection  in  Courts  ••••••• 

Inspection  of  Schools  

Inspection  of  Stables,  etc 3^ 

Inspections  of  Canal  Boats  95 

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  i97 

Inspections  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  374 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses  1162 

Inspections  of  Butchers’  shops  1837 

Inspections  of  Fishmongers’  Shops  295 

Inspections  of  other  food  shops  7^3 

Inspections  of  Offensive  Trade  Premises  12 

Smoke  observations  20 

House  to  House  District  Inspections  109 

Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  28 

Dwellings,  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  4260 

Vis’ts  in  respect  of  Rat  Nuisances  1363 

Visits  of  Licensed  Victuallers  Premises  138 

Visits  under  Shops  Act,  1934  ^7 

The  following  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  . 

Intimation  •••• 59^ 

Statutory  ^4 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


All  nuisances  were  abated  without  the  institution  of  legal  pro- 
ceedings. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925) 
Section  73,  in  respect  of  the  exchange  of  rags  and  bones  for  toys. 

Two  cases  against  the  same  defendant  for  offences  committed 
on  different  dates  resulted  in  a fine  of  10/-  in  one  case  and  an  order  to 

pay  costs  (4/-)  in  the  second. 

SHOPS  ACTS,  1934- 

The  majority  of  shops  in  the  City  comply  with  the  requirements 
as  regards  ventilation  and  temperature,  but  there  are  a number  of 
premises  where  the  structural  arrangements  render  difficult  the  provision 
of  suitable  washing  facilities  and  sanitary  conveniences. 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  these  dcficiences  and  a basis 
decided  up>on  whereby  accommodation  may  be  provided,  Init  at  present 
there  is  no  available  space  for  the  required  purpose.  Tins  problem  will 
be  solved  when  the  dwellinghouses  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
have  been  dealt  witji  under  the  Housing  Act, 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Twenty  observations  have  been  taken  during  the  year  and  in- 
fonrnal  action  taken  where  necssary. 

One  large  factory  in  which  heavy  oil  fuel  was  used,  and  from 
which  complaints  in  respect  of  smell  and  smoke  were  received,  has  now- 
ceased  to  use  the  plant  and  is  making  use  of  electric  energy. 

In  another  instance,  in  connection  with  private  residences,  where 
central  heating  is  provided,  there  was  a considerable  nuisance  from  the 
emission  of  soot  and!  gritty  particles.  A mechanical  stoker  was  in 
operation  with  the  heating  unit.  Informal  consultations  have  taken 
place  and  the  owners  are  now  considering  the  adoption  of  either  lectricity 
or  gas  in  lieu  of  raw  fuel. 

These  two  examples  are  indicative  of  the  trend  of  events  and  the 
more  general  application  of  gas  and  electricity,  will  result  in  a purer 
atmosphere,  as  regards  smoke,  soot  and  gritty  particles. 

The  majority  of  the  smoke  in  this  area  can  be  attributed  mainly 
to  two  sources,  viz.  : — the  Railway  and  the  domestic  fires.  The  use 
of  electricity  or  gas  in  both  these  cases  appears  to  be  quite  a practical 
proposition  and  one  to  which  attention  is  well  worth  consideration. 

In  those  industries  where  it  is  necessary  to  use  raw  fuel  much 
economy  can  be  effected  by  scientific  stoking  and  tlie  benefit  to  the 
community  cannot  be  estimated  monetorily.  To  this  end  the  services 
of  specially  qualified  officers  engaged  in  the  Public  Health  Department 
are  available,  but  there  has  not  been  that  call  on  their  services  which 
the  importance  of  the  matter  warrants. 

(vi)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

The  Corporation  Baths  are  indoor.  There  are  two  pools  ist  and 
2nd  class. 

Periodic  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  during  the  year 
of  the  water  in  both  baths  and  on  each  occasion  the  results  were  very 
satisfactory. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

The  number  of  houses  in  which  action  was  taken  for  the  eradica- 
tion of  bed  bugs  numbered  44.  Of  this  total  23  of  the  houses  were 
occupied  by  tenants  about  to  be  transferred  to  Council  houses.  All  the 
belongings  of  the  tenants  were  treated  for  the  destruction  of  the  vermin. 
Before  the  belongings  were  removed  to  the  new  houses  they  were  again 
examinetl  and,  if  foun.d  clear  of  vermin,  were  removed  by  the  tenants 
to  the  Council  property.  The  work  of  disinfestation  was  carried  out 
by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  under  the  supervision  of  a sanitary 
inspector. 


In  three  instances  disinfestation  of  verminous  dwelling-houses  and 
contents  was  carried  out  by  private  contractors  engaged  by  the  owners 
of  the  premises.  1 he  tenants  ol  these  three  houses  did  not  come  under 
the  scheme  of  transference  to  Council  houses. 


The  following  table  classifies  the  property  ilealt  with  and  methods 
of  eradication  of  the  vermin  employed  : — 


Dis- 

infested 

Method  Employed 

Disinfestation  by 

Proptrty. 

Infested 

Poison 

Gas 

Oi  her 
Funii 
jfants 

Local 

Authority 

Owner  s 
Private 
Contractor 

Council  Houses 

7 

. 7 

— 

7 

7 

— 

Other  Houses 

37 

37 

2 

3.S 

34 

3 

Totals 

44 

44 

2 

42 

1 

1 

! 41 

i 

3 

4.  SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  various  schools  in 
the  City  are  satisfactory.  The  schools  are  regularly  inspected  and 
defects  remedied. 

The  memorandum  on  Closure  of  and  Exclusion  from  School,  1927, 
is  followed. 

SPECIAL  CLASSES  OF  PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  SUBJECT 
TO  CONTROL  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY, 

'I'here  was  no  cause  for  action  in  regard  to  houses  let  in  lodgings, 
tents,  vans  or  sheds. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  number  of  Common  Lodging 
Houses.  The  same  number,  four,  remains  on  the  register  of  common 
lodging  houses. 

The  accommodation  provides  for  145  men.  1 he  premises  have 
been  kept  in  a satisfactory  contlition  and  for  the  purposes  of  supervision 
28  inspections  have  been  made. 

WHOLESALE  DEALERS  IN  MARGARINE  AND  MARGARINE 

CHEESE. 

The  register  remains  the  same  as  last  year,  there  being  no  change 
in  the  number  of  registered  dealers. 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

There  were  36  of  the.se  shops  and  they  were  all  well  maintaind, 
giving  no  cause  for  action. 
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HOMEWORKERS. 


Lists  of  homeworkers  were  received  in  February  and  August. 
The  lists  set  out  the  names  and  addresses  of  thirteen  homeworkers 
resident  in  the  City  and  three  in  other  areas.  'I'he  local  authorities 
concerned  were  notified  in  respect  of  the  latter.  Of  the  remainder  nine 
were  engaged  in  tailoring  and  four  in  boot  repairing.  I he  homes 
were  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  cond’tion  and  were  visited  by 
the  Health  Visitors. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

A new  public  lavatory  has  been  constructed  in  Boughton,  near  to 
the  junction  of  Christleton  Road  and  Rarvin  Road,  'bhe  conveniences 
are  supervised  by  the  City  Engineer’s  Department  and  they  have  been 
kept  in  satisfactory  condition. 

LICENSED  VICTUALLERS’  PREMISES. 

In  several  of  the  licensed  premises  extensive  alterations  have  been 
made:  during  the  year.  Due  consideration  has  been  given  in  each  case 
to  the  provision  of  separate  lavatory  accommodation  for  the  sexes  of 
the  customers,  and  private  accommodation  for  the  licensee.  At  the 
year  end  there  were  several  extensive  improvements  in  hand.  In  the 
supervision  of  this  work  138  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
It  is  the  invariable  practice  for  the  owners  of  licensed  premises  to  consult 
with  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  when  considering  improve- 
ments. In  this  way  much  good  work  has  been  done.  Taken  as  a 
whole  the  licensed  premises  in  the  City  are  well  maintained. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

One  rat-catcher  is  engaged  throughout  the  year  in  dealing  with  vermin 
pests. 

The  following  schedule  sets  out  the  work  done  by  the  Rat- 
catcher : — 


Month 

1936. 

Xo.  of 

Method. 

Rats 

Caught 

Visits. 

I'oison 

Traps. 

January  ... 

75 

30 

19 

39 

Mice. 

4 

February... 

84 

32 

27 

52 

9 

March 

1 1 1 

42 

60 

90 

23 

April 

97 

38 

39 

1 1 1 

65 

May 

103 

55 

35 

87 

57 

lune 

100 

54 

28 

76 

I 

July 

1 18 

58 

40 

87 

52 

August  ... 

100 

28 

61 

72 

27 

September 

”3 

57 

44 

96 

2 

October  ... 

85 

50 

24 

132 

November 

61 

25 

?? 

36 

94 

December 

88 

47 

29 

7 

'fOTAI, 

... 

... 

”35 

516 

428 

972 

247 

During  the  week  2nd  to  the  7th  November,  1936,  a National 
Campaign  for  the  destruction  of  rats  took  place,  and  in  the  City  action 
was  taken  as  in  previous  years.  The  public  were  invited  to  assist  in 
the  work  of  destruction  and  traps  were  loaned  and  poison  bait  supplied, 
free  of  charge,  on  request.  In  1936,  1,363  visits  were  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  the  Rat-catcher  to  premises.  972  rats  and  247  mice  were 
caught  in  traps,  but  it  is  not  {x>ssible  to  estimate  the  number  poisoned. 

C.-VN.A.L  BOATS  ACTS,  1877—1884. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  Register  of  Canal  Boats  during  the 
year.  There  were  95  boats  inspected  in  respect  of  which  5 contraven- 
tions were  found  to  be  existing  in  three  of  the  boats.  After  service  of 
notices  the  defects  were  remedied.  There  were  contraventions  on  two 
boats  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1935.  These  defects  were  made  good 
early  in  1936. 

The  following  schedule  gives  particulars  in  respect  of  the  regis- 
tration of  the  Canal  Boats  and  work  of  inspection  under  the  Acts  : — 


Number  of  Boats  added  to  Register  in  1936  Nil 

Number  of  re-registered  owing  to  Structural  Alterations  Nil 

Number  of  re-registered  owing  to  other  reasons  Nil 

Total  Number  registered  to  31st  December,  1935  263 

Total  Number  of  Registrations  Cancelled  1936  Nil 

.Actual  Number  of  Boats  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1936  263 

.Number  of  Boats  Inspected  in  1936 .•••95 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  to  the  Acts  and  Regulations  92 

Number  of  Boats  infringing  the  Acts  and  Regulations  3 

Total  Number  for  which  the  Cabins  were  registered  339i 

Total  Number  occupying  the  Cabins  301 

Details  of  Occupation — 

Male  .Adults  •■■• 107 

Female  .Adults  .•••••••••  115 

Children  of  School  Age  35 

Children  under  School  Age  44 


Details  showing  Numbers  infringing  in  respect  to  : — 

— Registration  — 

— Notification  of  Change  of  Master  — 

I Absence  of  Certificate  i 

— Certificate  not  Identifying  Owner  with  Boat  — 

— Marking  — 

— Overcrowding  — 

— Partition  (Registration  8,  b.  ii.)  — 

— • Females  over  12  improperly  Occupying  — 
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— • Cleanliness  — 

2 Painting-  2 

— Ventilation  

2 Dilapidation  2 

— Removal  of  Bilge  Water  

— Without  Pump  

— Refusal  of  Admittance  to  Inspector  — 

— • No  proper  Water  Vessel  — 

— Without  requisite  Double  Bulkheads  — 

Non-notification  of  Infectious  Disease  — 

— Number  of  Boats  detained  for  Cleansing  (not  for  I/D)  ...  — 

5 Total  Cases  met  with.  Total  Cases  Remedied  5 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  Nil 

Number  of  printed  Notice  Forms  issuejl  3 

Number  of  Notices  attended  to  3 

Number  still  corresponding  about  Nil 

HOUSING. 

The  year  opened  with  a continuance  of  the  enumeration  of  work- 
ing class  dwelling-houses  for  the  purpose  of  the  Housing  Act,  1935, 
Overcrowding.  All  available  stall'  were  engaged  on  the  work  until  the 
report  for  the  Minister  of  Health  was  completed. 

Following  this  a survey  was  resumed  of  a slum  clearance  area 
which  was  suspended  in  1935  involving  162  dwelling-houses. 

The  survey  was  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  1936. 

Complete  plans  and  records  were  made  of  162  dwellinghouses 
and  a number  of  other  buildings. 

'I'he  recor.ds  of  these  dwellinghouses  have  not  been  included  in 
the  total  of  houses  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925,  in  the  table  below  relating  to  “Inspection  of  Dwelling- 
houses  during  the  Year,  (2)  (a)’’. 

During  August  the  first  family  was  transferred  from  the  Crook 
Street  Clearance  Area  and,  at  lairly  regular  intervals,  removals  occurred 
to  the  31st  December.  By  the  year  end  25  houses,  involving  140  per- 
sons ,had  been  vacated. 

Of  the  25  houses,  23  were  disinfected  for  the  eradication  of 
vermin,  before  removal  of  the  furniture. 

Lxcepting  for  two  minor  items  the  repair  of  the  15  houses  out- 
standing in  1935,  have  been  completed. 
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Six  dwellinghouses  have  been  closed  by  reason  of  their  unfitness 
for  human  habitation  and,  in  one  instance,  a demolition  o'der  was 
made,  but  it  had  not  expired  at  the  year  end-  In  the  remaining  five 
cases  undertakings  have  been  made  in  respect  of  three  not  to  use  them 
as  dwellinghouses,  and  in  the  other  two  cases  the  owner  has  expressed 
a desire  to  include  the  houses  in  his  business  premises  which  are  ad- 
joining. It  is  anticipated  that  the  three  houses  subject  to  undertakings 
will  be  demolished  during  1936. 

Overcrowding. 

During  the  end  of  1935  and  the  early  months  of  1936,  a survey 
of  dwellings  suitable  for  occupation  by  the  working  classes  was  made 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1935,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  persons 
residing  in  such  houses  and  the  extent  to  which  overcrowding  was 
prevalent.  The  survey  of  enumeration  was  carried  out  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  Memorandum  B.  of  the  Housing  Act,  1935,  dated  October,- 
1935,  and  the  forms  and  tables  used  were  substantially  as  suggested  by 
the  Minister  of  Health.  The  survey  included  areas  scheduled  for  action 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  excepting  the  Princess  Street  Clearance 
-Area,  the  Crook  Street  Clearance  Area  and  the  Goss  Street  Clearance 
Area,  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  on  the  20th  August,  1935. 


The  following  ta.bles  were  in  the  first  schedule  of  the  Act : — 


Where  a house  consists  of  : — 

Table  I. 

The  permitted  number  of  persons  is: — 

one  room 

• . . 

2 

two  rooms 

. « « 

3 

three  rooms 

... 

5 

four  rooms 

7i 

five  rooms 

... 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  with  an 

[additional  2 in  respect  of  each  room  above  5 

Table  II. 

Where  a room  in  a house  has  a floor  area  of  : — 
no  sq.  ft  or  more 

90  sq.  ft.  or  more  hut  less  than  1 10  sq  ft. 

70  sq.  ft.  or  more  but  less  than  90  sq.  ft. 

50  sq.  ft.  or  more  but  less  than  70  sq.  ft. 

Under  50  sq.  ft.  ... 


2 persons 
I person 

i „ 

Nil 


From  these  tables  it  will  be  seen  where  all  the  rooms  in  a house 
arc  1 10  square  feet  or  more  in  area,  d able  I.  will  be  used.  If  the  rooms 
are  less  in  area  than  i 10  s(|uare  feet,  and  more  than  50  stjuarc  feet, 
Table  11.  will  apply.  Of  the.se  calculations  the  number  of  persons  per- 
mitted to  reside  in  a particular  dwellinghouse  is  determined. 
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In  the  preliminary  survey  9,335  dwellinghouses  were  enumerated 
of  which,  after  measurement,  501  were  found  to  be  overcrowded.  It 
should  here  be  explained  that  the  501  overcrowded  dwellings  were 
instances  of  overcrowding  distinct  from  overcrowded  houses,  i.c., 
where  a house  is  sublet  each  family  was  considered  as  a separate  unit. 
There  were,  however,  cases  of  overcrowding  in  sublet  houses  and, 
conditions  were  such  that  they  could  only  be  calculated  on  a family 
basis  as  one  dwelling.  This  condition  arises  in  living  rooms  used  in 
common  by  all  the  occupants  and  in  many  of  these  instances  it  was 
found  that  the  sub-tenants  were  related  to  the  tenant. 

A complete  report  of  the  preliminary  survey  was  forwarded  to 
the  Minister  of  Health. 

On  completion  of  the  preliminary  survey  immediate  steps  were 
taken  to  measure  the  remainder  of  the  houses  enumerated.  As  this 
work  proceeded  it  was  considered  desirable  to  measure  additional 
houses.  These  additional  houses  were  203  in  number  making  a Grand 
Total  of  9,538  dwellings  recorded  and  measured  at  the  year  end.  Of 
this  total  the  number  of  overcrowded  dwellings  was  618  or  an  increase 
on  the  preliminary  survey  of  117  dwellings.  The  increased  number  of 
overcrowded  dwellings  was  mainly  due  to  the  size  of  the  rooms  which, 
on  application  of  Table  II,  reduced  the  permitted  number  of  occupants 
considerably  below  the  standard  for  Table  I. 

Actually  there  were  142  additional  cases  of  overcrowding,  but 
this  number  was  reduced  by  25  relieved  cases.  The  particulars  in 
regard  to  the  142  new  cases  were  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  families  145 

Number  of  persons — 

Male  326 

Female  320 

Children  203 


Total  . . . 849 


The  25  relieved  cases  were  voluntary,  the  families  concerned 
consisting  of  148  persons,  finding  other  accommodation. 

Much  of  the  overcrowding  exists  in  dwellinghouses  scheduled 
for  clearance  therefore  will  probably  receive  earlier  attention  than  those 
cases  where  the  dwellings  are  not  subject  to  this  action. 

I he  following  tables  classify  the  notices  served  in  respect  of  : — 
HOUSING  ACT,  1930. 

horm  A.  Request  for  names  and  addresses  of  persons  having 


interests  in  dwellinghouses  88 

horm  I.  Notice  of  intention  to  survey  buildings,  etc 302 

horm  2.  Notice  requiring  execution  of  works  (Sec.  17)  "90 

Form  4.  Notice  of  time  and  place  where  question  of  making  a 

Demolition  Order  , will  be  considered  lo 

Form  10.  Notice  closing  part  of  a building  i 

Form  17.  Notice  to  occupier  to  quit  building  4 


Total  notices  ... 


495 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1935. 

Overcrowding. 

Form  A.  Notice  before  entering"  (Iwellinghouse  for  the  purpose 

of  measuring;  rooms  54 

Form  B.  Notice  requiring;  information  of  persons  sleeping  in 

(Iwellinghouses  1060 

Total  notices  ...  1114 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghooses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  i597 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  4260 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head 

(i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  109 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  561 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  572 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  forma! 

notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  451 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1930 

(1)  Number  of  <lwellinghou.ses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses/  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  o 

(b)  By  L(K;al  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwcllinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  22 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  22 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  .• i 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  2 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  o 

4.  Housing  Act,  1935. — Overcrowding 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  618* 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  664 

{3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  4127 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  1421 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  25 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  148 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 

have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  con- 

ditions upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may 

consider  it  desirable  to  report  Nil 

* Total  of  overcrowded  houses  December  31st,  IQ.36. 
t Total  of  overcrowded  houses  ascertained  subsequent  to  Return  to  Ministry  of  Health 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

1 here  are  16  milk  producers  on  the  register  whose  premises  are 
within  the  City.  Arising  out  of  the  boundary  extension  three  of  these 
producers  are  additional  to  the  number  last  year.  The  milk  produced 
on  the  farms  is  retailed  within  the  City. 

Five  producers  hold  licences  as  .Accredited  producers  under  the 
scheme  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board. 

I he  services  of  the  Corporation  Veterinary  Surgeon  is  available, 
free  of  cost,  to  all  producers  of  milk  within  the  Citv.  .All  dairy  stock 
is  under  regular  supervision  liv  this  officer. 

Routine  visits  are  made  by  the  AVterinarv  Surgeon  and  Sanitarv 
Inspectors  during  milking'  opc'rations.  During  the  vear  147  visits  were 
made  at  irregular  interv^als  and  the  services  of  these  Officers  invariably 
are  welcomed  by  the  milk  producers. 
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'I'licru  were  alsi)  374  .visits  made  to  dairies  and  milksliops.  The 
premises  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

180  persons  were  registered  to  sell  milk  within  the  City,  and  of 
this  number  52  retail  the  milk  in  sealed  bottles. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Con.solidation)  Act,  1915,  no  legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year. 

Milk — Tuberculosis. 

Forty-two  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Pathological 
Department,  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester,  for  biological  examination  for 
the  presence  of  tuberculosis.  Four  (or  9.5  per  cent.)  were  certified  to 
contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

Sample  No.  27  was  a control  sample  which  contained  milk  of 
samples  Nod.  25  and  26,  each  of  which  were  certified  positive.  .As  the 
milk  was  produced  in  the  County  area,  the  attention  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  was  called  to  the  result  of  the  examination,  and  sub- 
sequent reports  from  him  proved  efficient  action  had  been  taken,  with 
the  consequent  removal  of  the  afi'ected  cows.  In  the  case  of  sample 
No.  40,  this  was  also  reported  to  the  Cheshire  County  Medical  Officer, 
who  was  dealing  with  the  case  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

.MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGN.VITONS)  ORDERS,  1923  AND  1936. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  durpig  the  year  : — 


Producers’  Licences — Grade  “.V”  Milk  6 

Pasteurisers’  Licence  i 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell — 

I’asteurised  Milk  ...' i 

Certified  Milk  3 

Grade  “A”  Milk  2 


Cleanliness  of  Milk. 

149  Samples  of  milk  were  bacteriologically  examined  in  the 
.Municipal  Laboratory,  included  in  this  number  there  were  Certifietl, 
tirade  “.A”  and  Pasteurised  .Vlilk.  It  is  satisfactory  to  report  a con- 
siderable improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  supply,  as  141  (or 
94.7  per  cent.)  were  so  low  in  bacterial  count  that  no  action  was 
required.  In  eight  (or  5.3  per  cent.)  instances  the  vendors’  attention 
was  called  to  the  contaminated  condition  of  the  milk.  At  the  same  lime 
the  supervising  Authority  for  the  Distri<-1  in  wVich  the  milk  was  pro- 
duced, was  notified  requesting  them  to  take  supervisory  action. 

In  Chester  samples  of  milk  have  been  bacteriologically  examined 
weekly  since  1922,  but  at  no  time  since  that  year  has  the  cleanliness 
of  the  milk  reached  so  high  a bacterial  standard.  1 he  marked  improve- 
ment is  further  indicaterl  by  the  number  ol  samples  having  bacillus  coli 
absent  in  both  i.o  cc.  and  o.  r cc.  of  the  milk. 

The  following  table  sets  out  in  deltail  the  work  during  1936, 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  MILK,  1936. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

In  tlic  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  the  work  is  carried  out 
by  four  qualified  Inspectors. 

There  are  now  three  Registered  and  three  Licensed  Slaughter- 
houses within  the  City.  The  additional  registered  slaughterhouse  came 
within  the  City  boundary  in  the  recent  extensions. 

.\11  slaughterhouses,  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles  where  food  is 
prepared,  stored  or  sold  are  regularly  inspected.  Every  eifort  is  made 
by  the  inspectors  to  visit  the  slaughterhouses  whilst  slauglitering  is  in 
progress.  In  this  way  much  ante-mortem  inspection  is  made  practic- 
able. 


The  Notices  of  Intended  Slaughter  are  mainly  for  regular  hours, 
but  occasionally  Special  Notices  are  received. 

At  the  Public  Abattoir  there  is  a Meat  Inspector  on  duty  during 
business  hours  and,  therefore,  a system  of  meat-marking,  which  has 
been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  is  in  operation.  No  charge  is 
made  for  this  marking,  and  it  is  favourably  received  by  the  butchers 
and  the  general  public.  Several  meat  traders,  whose  premises  are 
situate  outside  the  City  area,  make  special  use  of  the  Public  Abattoir, 
so  that  the  meat  they  sell  may  bear  the  Chester  mark  of  inspection. 

I'he  spirit  of  co-operation  in  this  branch  of  the  service,  with 
ollicials  of  neighbouring  authorities,  is  firmly  established. 

'I'he  organised  inspection  of  meat  is  so  arranged  that  it  in  no 
way  obstructs  the  meat  traders.  Inspection  is  carried  out  regularly 
and  expeditiously  to  meet  the  trade  requirements.  In  this  way  the  meat 
trader  co-operates  with  the  Inspectors. 

The  humane  method  of  stunning  the  animals  with  mechanically 
operated  instruments  is  efficiently  practised  in  the  City  and  gives  no 
cause  for  complaint.  The  various  Orders,  Regulations  and  Byelaws 
relating  to  slaughterhouses,  etc.,  have  been  strictly  observed  and  there 
has  been  no  cause  for  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings. 

During  the  period  extending  from  the  13th  October  to  the  24th 
November,  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  in  an 
area  adjoining  the  City  ; which  resulted  in  a reduction  in  the  amount 
of  slaughtering  both  in  private  slaughterhouses  ami  the  Public  Abattoir. 

The  following  statistics  set  out  the  slaughtering  which  took  place 
in  the  City. 
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Place. 

Cattle  (not 
including) 
Cows. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Public  Abattoir 

141  r 

50 

684 

9801 

1670 

13616 

Private  Slaughterhouses  ... 

1 124 

37 

33(5 

00 

1672 

1 075  I 

Total 

2535 

87 

1020 

17383 

3342 

243^7 

For  the  purposes  of  food  inspection  the  following'  visits  were 


niiide  to  : — 

Slaughterhouses  (not  including  Abattoir]  1162 

Hutchers’  Shops  1837 

Fishmongers’  Shops  295 

Other  food  shops,  stores,  etc 713 


Total  ...  4007 


'I'he  following  table  is  a list  of  food  condemned  during  the  year  : — 


Articles  Condemned. 

Number. 

Reason  for  Condemnation. 

BEEF. 

Carcases  and  offal... 

31 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

Carcase  and  Offal  ... 

I 

Putrefraction  following 

accident 

f ,,  ••• 

I 

Accident  during  parturition 

Organs  or  portions  of  carcases  ... 

323 

Localised  'I'liberculosis 

161 

Parasitic  & other  conditions 

MUTTON. 

Carcases  and  offal ... 

4 

Febrile 

j»  »)  • • • - • • 

3 

Oedema 

Carcase  and  Offal  ... 

I 

Putrifraction  following 
accident 

)»  M »*  •••  •••  ••• 

I 

Accident  during  parturition 

Organs  or  portions  of  carcases  ... 

88 

Parasitic  and  other  conditions 

PORK. 

Carcases  and  offal... 

13 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

M ))  • ••  • • « • • • 

3 

Febrile 

Organs  or  portions  of  carcases  ... 

3 '8 

Localised  rnberculosis 

)»  »»  ••• 

45 

I'arasitic  .tnd  otiier  conditions 

VEAL. 

Carcase  and  offal  ... 

I 

Febrile 

ti  •••  ••• 

I 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

It  It  •••  •••  ••• 

I 

Enteritis 

Organs  or  portions  of  Carcases  ... 

1 2 

Parasitic  and  otlier  conditions 
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Ahticles  Condem.sed.  ' 

.Vumber. 

Reason  kor  Coxukmxatiox. 

FISH. 

Cod,  whole  (stones) 

45 

Decomnosed  or  otherwise 

Cod,  fillets  (stones) 

20 

,,  „ [unfit 

Salmon  (tins) 

0 

Crab  (tin) 

1 

M )> 

FRUIT  AND  VEGKTABLh:S. 

Cherries  (baskets)  ... 

2.S 

Decomposed  or  otherwise 

Potatoes  (baskets)  ... 

3'> 

„ „ [unfit 

if 

Loganberries  (tins) 

25 

Oranges  ,,  ... 

17 

Grape  Fruit  ,,  ... 

'4 

Pineapple  Chunks  ,, 

14 

Peaches  ,,  ... 

t 

* J 

Pears  ,,  ... 

12 

Fruit  in  Jelly  ,,  ... 

9 

Cherries  „ ... 

9 

Apricots  ,,  ... 

8 

Reas  „ 

8 

Fruit  Salad  ,,  ... 

8 

Plums  ,,  ... 

6 

Fruit  Cocktail  (tin) 

I 

Vegetable  Soup  ,, 

I 

Tomatoes  ,, 

I 

Sweet  Corn  ,, 

I 

Grapes  ,, 

I 

Raspberries  ,, 

I 

Beans  ,, 

I 

if  M 

.MISCELLANEOUS. 

Imported  Beef  (lbs) 

.3ti 

Orange  tainted  in  transit 

Imported  Ox  Kidneys  (lb) 

28 

Decomposed  or  otherwise 

Chinese  Eggs  (lbs) 

22 

„ n [unfit 

Bacon  ,, 

16 

M 

Imported  Lamb's  Livers  (tins)  ... 

6 

)) 

Chickens 

9 

if  »» 

Cream  (tins) 

4 

I 

t . M 

Ham  (tin)  ... 

Luncheon  Tongue  (tin)  ... 

I 

»»  ” 

Turkey 

I 

tf  *• 

Sausages  (parcel)  ... 

I 

M »» 

Jellied  Veal  (tin)  ... 

t 

» I »> 

Estimated  weijilu  of  fex^d  stuffs  coiidL-mncd  : — 14  tons,  3 cwts. 


SLAUCxHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT, 

I'wo  new  licences  and  47  renewal  licences  were  issued  to  fit  and 
proper  persons  for  the  slaughter  of  animals. 

There  have  been  no  contraventions  of  the  Act. 
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diseases  of  animals  acts,  1894  TO  1925* 

TUBKRCULOSIS  ORDER,  1925. 

There  \vere  five  animals  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Three  of 
the  cows  were  found  in  shippons  within  the  City  and  two  in  the  cattle 
salevards.  Notices  were  served  on  the  owner  of  one  of  the  animals 

*■  j 

found  in  the  Saleyard  to  return  it  to  his  farm,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  Local  Authority  for  the  area  in  which  his  farm  was  situate  was 
notified  of  the  action  taken.  The  remaining  four  animals  were 
slaughtered  within  the  City.  In  three  instances  the  post-mortem  ex- 
amination proved  the  animals  to  be  affected  with  advanced  tuberculosis, 
whilst  in  the  fourth  instance  tuberculosis  not  advanced  was  found. 

In  each  case  the  appropriate  compensation  was  paid. 

Notification  was  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  in  respect  of  the  administrative  action  taken  in  the  cases. 

Forty-two  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Pathological 
Department  of  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  for  examination  for  the 
presence  of  tuberculosis.  Of  these,  four  (or  9.5  per  cent.)  were  certified 
to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  The  affected  milks  were  produced  on  three 
farms  situate  in  the  administrative  area  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 
'I'he  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Countv  was  notified  and  subsequent 
examinations  proved  two  of  the  herds  to  be  now  producing  milk  free 
from  tuberculosis,  and  in  the  third  case  investigations  were  proceeding 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  close  co-operation  with  the  County  Council  in  these  matters 
is  very  satisfactory  and  much  appreciated. 

During  the  year  I have  made  frequent  examinations  of  the  dairv 
stocks  in  the  City  shippons,  and  on  Tue.sdays  and  Thursdays  each  week 
throughout  the  year  I have  attended  the  Cattle  Saleyards  and  made 
inspections  of  the  animals  therein. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  H.  .Aldred, 

Veterinary  Surgeon. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-one  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
.Analyst  during  the  year. 

Fen  (or  6.2  per  cent.)  were  certified  to  be  “not  genuine.’’ 

I he  circumstances  and  administrative  action  taken  in  respect  of 
these  samples  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 
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No.  of 
Sample. 

Name  of 
Article. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Action  Taken . 

Milk 

Deficient  to  the  extent  of  Fat 

After  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances 
Warning  letter  sent  to  Vendor  by  Public 
Health  Committee. 

37 

Milk 

Kat  3'0'ifr  Solids  not  Fat  S'2^^ 
Freezing  point  iHortvet) 

—o'547“c. Sample  slightly  below 
standard  for  solids,  not  fat.  but 
no  evidence  of  addition  of 
water. 

Public  He.alth  Committee  resolved  "that  no 
action  be  taken  in  regard  to  Milk  Sample 
No.  37- 

Milk 

Deficient  to  the  extent  of  $2% 
of  the  Fat. 

Legal  proceedings.  Vendor  discharged  under 
Probation  of  Offenders  Act  and  to  pay  costs 
i I ss.  od. 

54 

Milk 

Fat  3'36J;' Solidsnot  Fat. 
F'reezingpoin*  Hortvet  .o-5i3“c 

Warning  letter  to  Vendor. 

Calculated  on  the  solids  not  fat 
compared  with  sample  No.  59. 
This  sample  contains  6%  of 
added  water.  The  addition  of 
this  amount  of  water  is  con- 
firmed by  the  freezing  point  of 
the  sample  and  sample  No.  59 
— (0-548°c). 

74 

Milk 

Contained  V2%  added  water. 
Addition  of  water  confirmed  by 
the  freezing  point. 

Warning  letter  sent  to  Vendor. 

Milk 

Deficient  in  5,?  of  the  Fat. 

Legal  proceedings.  Case  dismissed  on  pay- 
ment of  costs  5s.  cd.  by  Vendor. 

145 

.Milk 

Contains  4°/°  added  water. 

.Addition  of  water  confirmed 
by  the  freezing  point. 

Legal  proceedings.  Case  dismissed  on  pay- 
ment of  costs  los.  fid.  by  Vendor. 

C52 

Milk 

Contains  4^  of  added  water, 
and  deficieni  to  extent  ot  10^ 
in  the  Fat.  .Addition  of  water 
confirmed  by  the  freezing 
point. 

Legal  proceedings.  Case  dismissed  on  pay- 
ment of  costs  14S.  fid.  oy  Vendor. 

153 

Milk 

Contains  2^  of  added  water. 
Addition  of  water  confirmed  by 
the  freezing  point. 

Legal  proceedings.  Defendeni  dismissed 
under  Probation  of  OffendersAct  and  ori  ered 
to  pay  costs  £s  fis.  3d. 

>54 

(In- 

formal 

Sardine>. . 

Tin  I'O  grains  per  lb.  Sold  as 
Sardines,  but  labelled  ‘'Sild.  ' 

No  action.  Complies  with  Section  4 of  the 
Act. 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  MILK. 

Sixty-two  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  .Analyst 
for  chemical  analysis. 

Out  of  this  number  nine  (or  14.5  per  cent.)  were  certified  to  be 
below  the  prescribed  standards  (i.e.,  fat  3 per  cent,  and  solids  not  fat 
8.5  per  cent). 
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I'he  following  table  set  out  separately  the  results  of  the  analysis 


Date 

Sample 

No. 

Kat 

Solids 

Date 

Sample 

Kat 

Solids 

lyjO. 

per  cent. 

per  cent. 

1936. 

No. 

per  cent. 

per  cent. 

Feb.  5 

10 

3 90 

8-50 

July  6 

59 

380 

9 10 

II 

3-20 

900 

Oct.  7 

71 

3 30 

914 

12 

780 

8‘6o 

72 

3 75 

897 

Feb.  6 

13 

276 

8 98 

73 

3-b5 

915 

14 

8’98 

^■95 

74 

3-30 

8 40 

Feb.  7 

15 

3-5 

75 

415 

923 

Mar.  4 

16 

3'55 

•8-83 

Oct.  9 

7b 

3'8o 

9'20 

>7 

375 

«75 

77 

350 

900 

18 

5'  ^5 

8 64 

78 

3-80 

900 

Mar.  5 

19 

3 90 

8-84 

79 

3 80 

910 

20 

340 

8-64 

Nov,  19 

80 

3 30 

872 

Apr.  29 

3 bo 

8 76 

81 

4'35 

867 

37 

3 00 

8'25 

82 

4-3° 

8'64 

3« 

3-20 

8-82 

83 

510 

894 

39 

4 70 

890 

84 

3 90 

8-6o 

40 

• A -• 

J U;, 

899 

85 

4 45 

8-51 

41 

4'  10 

864 

Dec.  15 

135 

4'55 

869 

June  5 

42 

315 

«-95 

13b 

3'55 

8-83 

43 

380 

928 

137 

400 

8'6o 

44 

3-90 

904 

138 

305 

8’6i 

45 

325 

9'oi 

139 

3 80 

870 

June  26 

50 

3 00 

8-94 

140 

3-80 

8-82 

5' 

380 

882 

Dec  16 

141 

5 ‘50 

8‘5o 

52 

i'43 

907 

142 

2.86 

960 

53 

3-20 

9’ 10 

143 

5‘2o 

8 30 

July  3 

o4 

3 ’fib 

85b 

144 

3 60 

8 80 

145 

3 ‘bo 

8‘20 

146 

3‘20 

8 ‘80 

Dec.  17 

>47 

4-40 

8'90 

Total  Samples  62 

No.  not  genuine  9 or  i4'5% 

Dec.  18 

148 

149 
>50 

3 4 

3 '55 
320 

8-90 

870 

876 

A verages 

1*^375% 

■ 1 Solids  not  Fat  874% 

Dec.  21 

151 

152 

3 80 

2 60 

890 

8'20 

153 

3-0 

830 

— 

Dec.  22 

161 

3-1® 

870 

*Sainple  No.  54  above  standards  for  Fat  and  Solids  not  fat,  but  Pubtic  Analyst 
certified  that  calculated  on  the  solids  not  fat,  compared  with  those  of  No.  59 
(sainple  in  course  of  delivery),  tliis  sample  contains  6%  of  added  water.  The 
addition  of  this  amomnt  of  water  is  confirmed  by  the  freezing  points  of  this 
.sample  and  sample  No.  59. 

FOOD  & DRUGS  (ADULTURATION)  ACT,  1928. 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  past  year. 

, I have  received  161  samples  for  analysis,  the  details  are  shown 
on  the  .attached  list. 

Nine  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  below  the  standard  as 
follows  : — 

No.  13  was  8 per  cent,  deficient  in  fat,  a sample  taken  in  course  of 
tlelivery  was  above  standard. 
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No.  '37  was  slightly  below  slandartl  Tor  solids  not  fat,  but  there 
w^as  no  evidence  of  the  addition  of  water. 

No.  52  was  52  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat,  a sample  taken  on  delivery 
was  above  standard. 

No.  54  contained  6 per  cent,  of  added  w'ater,  a sample  taken  in 
course  of  delivery  was  above  standard. 

No.  74  contained  1.2  per  cent,  of  added  water,  three  samples  taken 
in  course  of  delivery  were  all  above  standard. 

No.  142  w'as  5 per  cent,  deficient  in  fat,  a sample  taken  in  course 
of  delivery  was  above  standard. 

No.  145  contained  4 per  cent,  of  added  water,  a sample  taken  in 
corse  of  delivery  was  above  standard. 

No.  152  contained  4 per  cent,  of  added  water  and  was  10  per  cent, 
deficient  in  fat. 

No.  153  taken  in  course  of  delivery  to  compare  with  No.  152  con- 
tained 2 per  cent,  of  added  water.  An  appeal  to  cow  cample 
was  alxjve  standard. 

.\  sample  of  sardines  contained  1.9  grains  of  tin  per  lb.,  this  is 
very  near  the  maximum  amount  allow^ed  (2  grains  per  11).).  'I'he  tin 
was  marked  Sild  but  contained  sardines. 

.Ml  the  other  samples  were  genuine. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  I928. 


ANALYSES. 

Adulterated  samples 

ETC. 

Article 

Formal 

In- 

formal. 

Total. 

1 

Koriiiai 

In- 

formal. 

Total. 

Milk 

62 

62 

' 

9 

9 

Castor  Oil 

2 

2 

Syrup  of  Figs 

2 

2 

Plain  Flour 

2 

2 

Tinned  Peas  ... 

2 

n 

Turpentine 

I 

I 

Tincture  of  Iodine  ... 

I 

I 



Camphorated  Oil 

I 

1 

Epsom  Salts  ... 

I 

I ' 

! 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

1 

I 

Rice  ... 

2 

2 

... 

Ice  Creams 

4 

4 

( 

! 

Margarines  ... 

3 

... 

d ••• 

3 

3 

! ••• 

Condensed  Milks 

I 

I 

1 ••• 

,,  Skimmed  Milk 

2 

2 

Fish  Paste 

J 

Jams  ... 

n 

J 

3 

... 

Custard  Powders 

2 

2 

Lemonade  Powders 

2 

2 

1 

Sweets 

2 

2 

Butters 

4 

• • • 

4 

Whisky 

2 

... 

2 

u in  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

• •• 

2 

• • • 

Port  ... 

• • • 

2 

Beers 

6 

6 

Tinned  Cream 

3 

Sardines 

3 

I 

I 

Sultanas 

3 

3 

Currants 

3 

Mincemeat  ... 

3 

3 

Tinned  Peaches 

2 

2 

Coffee... 

2 

2 

Cocoa... 

2 

2 

Cooking  Fats 

... 

2 

2 

Ground  Ginger 

2 

2 

Aspirin  Tablets 

2 

2 

Baking  Powder 

2 

2 

Liquorice  Powder  ... 

2 

2 

1 

Self-Raising  Flour  ... 

2 

2 

Tinned  Fruit  Salad  ... 

I 

I 

Egg  Powder  ... 

I 

I 

Raisins 

I 

I 

Cherry  Wine... 

I 

I 

Tinned  Asparagu  Tips 

1 

1 

Potted  Shrimps 

I 

I 

Tinned  Plums 

I 

I 

Totals 

72 

8q 

161 

9 

I 

10 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Harold  Lowe, 

Public  Analyst. 
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CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OE 

FOOD. 

The  chemical  examination  of  food  is  undertaken  by  the  City 
Analyst  whilst  the  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  is  carried  out  in 
our  own  Municipal  Laboratory. 

Samples  of  milk  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli  are  sent  to  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary. 

In  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  the  Local  Authority  is 
required  to  send  samples  of  the  suspected  food,  together  with  other 
mixterial,  to  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Mmistry  of  Health. 

NUTRITION. 

The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  free  milk  to  badly  nourished 
school  children  was  continued  during  the  year  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Education  .Authority,  and  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School 
Medical  Ollicer  for  1936. 

SHELL  FISH  (MOLLUSCAN). 

There  ar  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  boundary  of  the 
City  of  Chester. 

PREVALENCE  OF.  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  53  weeks  ended 
2nd  January,  1937,  is  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  18 1,  Diphtheria  58,  Enteric  Feveri,  Pneumonia  59, 
Puerperal  Fever  i.  Puerperal  Pyrexia  9,  Erysipelas  14. 

The  notification  of  infectious  disease  per  1,000  population  is  as 
follows  : — 

Enteric  Fever.  Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Pneumonia.  Erysipelas. 


England  and  Wales  0.06  2.53  1.39  i.n  0.40 

Smaller  Towns  0.06  2.48  1.26  0.96  0.35 

Chester  0.02  4.14  1.30  1.32  0.28 


The  case  rate  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal  pyrexia  are  better 
expressed  in  relation  to  the  births  registered  rather  than  to  the  popula- 
tion. When  calculated  on  the  basis  per  1,000  total  births  the  rates 
are  : — 

Puerperal  Fever.  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

England  and  W'ales  3.27  9.64 

Smaller  Towns  2.80  7.57 

Chester  1.4/  13-25 
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Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  carried  out  with  vigour 
tluring  the  year.  The  Deputy  Medical  Odicer  of  Health,  Dr,  Smith, 
carried  out  an  intensive  campaign  in  the  scho<.)ls  during  the  year  and 
the  figures  for  the  year  bear  tribute  to  his  enthusiasm. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  is  as  follows — 

School  children  2395 

Children  in  hospital  92 

r 

Since  the  inception  of  this  activity  in  Chester  4590  children  have 
been  immunised  against  diphtheria.  Parents  are  giving  consent  more 
readily  to  this  form  of  protection  and  it  has  an  economic  aspect  in 
addition  to  its  more, important  life-saving  one. 

The  cost  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the  immunisation  of  a child 
is  but  a few  shillings.  The  cost  of  a case  of  diphtheria  may  amount 
to  ;^4o. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  for  use 
in  emergency  and  necessitous  cases  remains  as  before.  A medical 
practitioner  can  obtain  at  any  hour,  day  or  night,  a supply  of  anti-toxin 
from  the  Town  Hall. 

Similarly  throat  swabs  from  suspect  cases  of  diphtheria  can  be 
sent  to  the  Town  Hall  after  ollice  hours.  'I'he  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health, 
or  his  Deputy,  are  informed  of  the  message  and  place  the  swab  on 
the  appropriate  medium,  incubate  overnight,  and  a report  is  issued  to 
the  medical  practitioner  in  the  morning. 

Delay  in  the  investigation  of  a case  is  thus  reduced  to  a minimum. 
1 his  facility  is  available  on  Sundays  in  addition. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1936. 
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CLEANSING  AND  DISINFESTATION  OF  VERMINOUS 
PERSONS  AND  THEIR  BELONGINGS. 

shampoo  station  is  freely  used  for  the  cleansing  of  heads  of 
school  children.  In  cases  of  body  vermin,  which  are  fortunately  few, 
they  are  treated  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Isolation  Ho.spital, 
where  clothes  and  bedding  are  also  treated.  Occasionally  we  are  asked 
to  deal  with  an  adult,  who  is  dealt  with  in  a similar  fashion. 

CANCER. 

Facilities  for  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Cancer  are  avail- 
able at  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  which  is  equipped  with  Radium 
Deep  X-Ray  Therapv  and  Endo-diathermy  supplied  by  the  Cheshire 
and  North  Wales  Group  Executive  of  the  British  Empire  Cancer 
Campaign. 

The  Radium  Department  was  opened  in  1950  and  Dr.  Ralston 
Paterson  of  the  Christie  Hospital  and  Holt  Radium  Institute,  Man- 
chester, acts  as  consultant. 

Cases  of  cancer  are  sent  from  the  City  and  surrounding  areas. 
Beils  arc  available  for  in-patient  treatment  in  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

City  Cases  can  be  admitted  to  the  City  Hospital  administered  by 
the  Local  Authority,  but  only  operative  treatment  can  be  undertaken 
and  if  Radium  or  Deep  X-ray  'i'herapy  is  necessary,  cases  may  be 
transferred  for  treatment  in  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

DE.VIHS  FROM  CANCER  IN  1936. 


Age  Periods. 

Males 

Fe- 

Males 

0 

1 

. 

. . . 

5 

I 

I 

15 

• • • 

25 

I 

. . • 

3.S 

2 

3 

45 

/ 

2 

55 

15 

13 

65 

14 

10 

75  and  upwards 

4 

10 

Totals 

44 

39 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  ACCORDING 

TO  SITE  OF  DISEASE. 


Site. 

Males 

Fe- 

Males 

Tonsil  ... 

3 

Larynx  ... 

1 

* • • 

Mediastinum 

2 

... 

Lung 

1 

0 

.*) 

Tongue  ... 

0 

Pharvnx... 

2 

1 

Oesophagus 

0 

3 

Stomach 

8 

8 

Duodenum 

1 

... 

Small  Intestine 

• • • 

j 

Colon 

9 

5 

Rectum  ... 

4 

2 

Pancreas 

I 

Liver 

I 

4 

Gall  Bladder 

I 

Peritoneum 

I 

1 

Prostate 

I 

• • • 

Bladder 

I 

Breast  ... 

4 

Uterus  ... 

3 

Cervix  Uteri 

1 

Ovary 

1 

'I'otals 

44 

39 

BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920. 

'I'hc  care  of  the  blind  in  Chester  has  been  delegated  to  the  Chester 
Society  for  the  Home  Teaching  of  the  Blind.  The  Local  Authority 
has  adopted  a scheme  for  regulating  the  financial  assistance  given  to 
them  and  their  position  has  been  improved  during  the  year.  A general 
supervision  of  the  work  of  the  Society  in  Chester  is  undertaken  by  the 
Local  .Authority  and  the  homes  of  the  blind  visited  and  their  comfort 
seen  to  as  far  as  possible.  The  Local  Authority  have  two  representa- 
tives on  the  Committee  of  Management. 

There  were  90  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
the  Local  Authority  paid  to  the  Society  £2,6^2  year,  ami 

have  estimated  ^2.,’joo  for  the  current  year.  There  have  been  twelve 
licences  issued  for  wireless  sets  to  blind  people. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEON.ATORUM. 


Notiied 

Cases  Treated. 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

Deaths. 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital 

Unimpaired. 

Impaired. 

Blindness. 

I 

I 

0 

I 

— 

— 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  1936. 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  mortality  during 
1936  are  given  below  : — 


Aye  Periods. 

NEW 

Respiratory 

CASES. 

1 Non-Respiratory. 

DEA 

Respiratory. 

THS. 

Non-Respiratory. 

Maies 

Females 

1 Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I — 

0 

0 

1 2 

I 

r 

0 

0 

0 

5-  

4 

3 

! I 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

15— 

4 

5 

0 

I 

2 

0 

I 

25—  

7 

6 

0 

0 

4 

3 

0 

0 

35 

9 

I 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

45 

5 

2 

I 

0 

7 

0 

0 

55 

8 

I 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

< 0 

65  and  upwards... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

37 

18 

i 4 

1 

4 

23 

12 

2 

I 

During  the  year  8 deaths  occurred  in  non-notified  cases — 
3 pulmonary  and  3 non-pulmonary.  In  each  case  the  doctor  concerned 
was  written  to  and  a satisfactory  explanation  obtained. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  act  on  this  regulation. 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTIONS  62  .\ND  66. 


So  far  there  has  been  no  occasion  to  put  these  Sections  into  force.' 


Infant  Mortality  during:  the  Year  1936. 
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Nett  Biilhs  in  the  year,  legitimate.  6-5;  illegitimate.  38.  Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  32  ; illegitimate  infants. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1936  and  previous  years. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  4,142 
No.  of  inhabited  houses,  12,097. 

* Total  deaths  occurring  in  Chester  whether  of  residents  or  non-residents. 

t Dirths  and  deaths  corrected  for  these  births  and  deaths  propeily  belonging  to  Chester,  but  occurring  outside  the  District, 
or  occurring  in  the  District  but  properly  belong  outside. 
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Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts,  1901  & 1907 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces,  and 
Homework,  1936. 


1.  INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(r) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

55 

I 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 

124 

2 

— 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

18 

Total 

197 

3 

-- 

2 DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

(I) 

No.  of  Defects. 

Number 

Found 

(2) 

Remed’d 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspect’!' 
(4) 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation 





— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

I 

r 

— 

— 

Sanitary  j insufficient  ...  ... 

I 

I 

— 

— 

accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

I 

I 

— 

— 

( not  separate  for  se.\es 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  & Workshop  Act : 

Other  Offences  ...  

I 

— 

T 

— 

Total  ...  ...  

6 

5 

I 

Nil 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES. 

Sfxtion  io8. 


Nature  of  Work. 

(tj 

I nslanees. 

12) 

Notices 

Served. 

(.V 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Wearing  Apparel  . — 

iMaking,  &c, 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cleaning  and  Washing  

